While management of transfusion in the operating theatre has long been core business for anaesthetists, ever more complex patients, novel anticoagulants and increased awareness of subacute and longer-term adverse effects of blood products have elevated the importance of managing transfusion throughout the perioperative period. Adding in new technologies and more targeted treatments means anaesthetists have become increasingly interested in rationalising use of blood products both in and outside of the operating theatre.
This book is not aimed solely at anaesthetists but is likely to be of significant interest to our craft group. It is logical and easy to read, and contains clear and pragmatic information for reference as well as more in-depth analyses of history, context and background to topics such as transfusion practice, blood stock management, haemovigilance and consent.
The clinical information is contained in the core of the book, with chapters on general principles, pharmacology and technologies (e.g. intraoperative cell salvage) interspersed with those on specific clinical situations such as trauma, obstetric haemorrhage and upper gastrointestinal bleeding. All the current cutting edge topics relevant to clinical practice are covered-prehabilitation, vicscoelastic testing, massive transfusion protocols and the impacts of transfusion on cancer patients.
It is particularly welcome that patient safety and patient centred care each get their own chapter, in addition to chapters on non-clinical pearls including the organisation of study days, advice on writing and maintaining policies and guidelines, and using clinical audit. These sections are comprehensive enough while being-particularly through the use of summary charts and figures and avoiding of lengthy prose-easily digestible.
Book reviews
This book is a great resource for anaesthetists, nurses, surgeons and other clinicians as a succinct reference guide. For those with a specific interest in transfusion management-who have introduced services and processes, written policies and organised education-it covers useful ground and is both authoritative and comprehensive enough to become a useful addition to a medical library.
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